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Diflenters, &Cc. 


GENTLEMEN, 
Doubt not but _ have met with - a Seditious 
Letter, Addrefled to a Diſſenter, upon occaſion of His 


Majeſties late Declaration of Indulgence, and Sub- 
ſcribed T. 7. The care which the Author hath taken 


y: to have them diſperſt among you, ſhews his extra- 

&- ordinary Zcal, but whether to promote thew-(ecurity, andy? 
o the deſigned eſtabliſhment of it, or todeſtroy (as much as 

" in him lies) the rational hopes of ever obtaining it ; 1s the 

pq grca. Qnejtion, which in this Paper I ſhall endeavour to 
Be decide, 

2 It would be tedious to follow him through all his turnings 

4 and windings, and the little Artifices of whining Caxt,and 

> grols palpable Qlattery. and. hypocrifiez they are only gay 

1 colours, and 2mulemerits, to catch the incautelous. It 


4) 
/ 


would be allo Gone impertinent, to perſuade Men, that 
the Church of Fz;land bath always Perſecuted them, whoſe 
backs carry the Freſh mijn of their cruelty, and the deep 
furrows which fe hath formerly plow'd upon them, remain 
indelible ſcars and cicatriſc 2s, tO bee eternal] ſhame, and their 
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own beft Argument for Mercy, and Plea for their former 
and late unfortunate miſcarriages. | 

His moſt unjuſt and malicious reflecting upon the King , 
fall rather under the notice and care ot.the Government, 
than defence of any private hand. 

_ Paſſing by therefore all ſuch ſtuff, as would diſcredit, and 
prejudice the better intentions of a fincerer Pen, I ſhall 
reduce his long flourifhing Epiſtle, under the conſideration 
of theſe two main Queſtions, 


Queſtion 1, Whether P2oteſtant Diſſenters, in pzudence 
and conſcience,ought to refuſe the p2eſent Legal Tolcration, 
upon account of Including Catholick Diſſenters , within 
the ſame equal Toleration ? 


Queſtion 2. Whether Pzoteſtant Diſſenters, in p2udence 
and Conſcience, ought to expec «the p2opoſed Tolcration, 
until the next Succeſſion ; upon the ſingle confideration, that 
Catholick Difſenters might p2obablp be then Excluded ? 


The firſt Qzeſtion (were it not for the condition annexed) 
would be of all, the moſt idle and frivolous. It were to ask 
a Man, whether in prudence, he ought to part from the pre- 
* ſent poſſeſſion Sfhis Eſtate, and live (he knows not how long) 
without it, upon the hopes and promiſe of he knows not 
whom ? that the ſame Eſtate would be molt probadly reſtor'd 
to him, he knows rot when. I ſhall not therefore 1nlilt upon 
{o ridiculous a Queſtion, but apply my ſelf to the conſt- 
deration of the annexed condition. | - 

Catholicks, (like all other Diflenters,) are to be confider'd 
under two Capacities, the one Religious, the other C7271. 
As to their Religions Capacity, | conceive they ought not 
to be Excluded the intended Toteration, neither 1n prudence, 
nor in conſcience | 

Firſt, 20t in- prudence. It hath been a conſtant debate, 
between the Reformed Kings of England, and their Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters , whether Conſcience in matters of ___ 
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and Worſhip, ought to be fore'd ? The civil Magiſtrate, againſt 
his own Intereſt, hath always carried it in the affirmative 
whence you may eaſily gueſs, what Counſellers have been 
moſt in vogue : But as tallſe Maxims, like falſe Foundations, 
are ever ruinous to their ſuperſtructures,(and what milchiefs, 
have happened from hence, we all know, ; ſo 'tis impoſlible 
their faults and errours ſhould remain long un-diſcover'd 3 
to conceal theſe, the Eccleſtaſtica] was made a prop to the 
Civil Government,and os Biſhop, no King, became as current 
Do&rine, as, »o Penny, zo Fater-nofter. 

Things thus Eſtabliſh'd , he who toucht the Myter, vio- 
lated the Crown ; andit- was thought a Parodox, to ſay, 
a Diſſenter from the Church, could be Zoyal to the State 3 
Nay, ſo far had they improv'd this Doftrine of inſeparable 
#nion, that the (ingle crime of Dz/ext, had almoſt Excluded 
the undoubted Heir, from the juſt Inheritance of Three 
Kingdoms, and given a fatal, as well as barbarous ſhock, 
to the very Foundation of Frgliſh Monarchy. How far 
the Church of Zzgland were divided upon the point, re- 
mains upon Record. Opinions, which have had more than 
an AÞe to take root in, are not eaſily eradicated , but time 
and experience opening our underſtandings, circumſtances 
concurring, and providence bringing bis Councils to matu- 
rity, and ready for practice; His MAJESTY, out of 
His Royal Wiſdom and Goodneſs particular to Himſelf, 
hath inverted the Affirmative, into the Negative Maxim, 
and publickly teaching us, that Conſcizmce onght not to be 
forc'd, hath offer'd you a favourable oportunity, and a mo- 
ment not to be neglected, to declare, that Monarchy ought 
to be preſervd. This you have done, and the juſtice and 
honour of doing it, muſt not be taken from you, no, not 
by your malictous friend, who, p. 7, and 8. endeavours 
(by ſcandalous refleCtions upon the Government, as well as 
your ſelves,) to rob you of them. 

Matters then (in ſpite of envy) are brought to this paſs, 


that except your Hearts bzlie your Tongues, the benefit 
(hall 
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fhall no longer reproach the BenefaGor ; nor D3/ſenters, 
made eafie in their Conſciences by the Civil Magiſtrate, 
ever more be uneaſie, or 1ngrateful to that Government, 
which pardons, and protects them, Let me now ask you, 
whether you judge it prudential to Exclude Cathol;cks from 


| this general Toleration, parely upon the account of Conſei- 


ence in maiters of Faith and Worſhip ? whether you will re-. 
turn the Negative into the Affirmative Principle, to your 
certain deftruttion ? or retain the Negative with an exception 
againſt Catholicks, to your future, more than probable ex- 
tirpation ? Laſtly, whether you will leave a precedent made 
voluntarily. 3nd with your own hand, againſt your own 
ſecurity? For it you (hall confeſs, and maintain, that a 
free-born Subj-<& of England, may 1n any caſe, be oppreſt 
meerly for Conſcience-ſake, with what face of Juſtice can you 
excuſe your ({cives, when the Church of Eagland (relitor'd 
to her former greatneſs and credit with her Church of 
England Prince, ſhall pick ſome of you out for a Sacri- 
tice of revenge, to the memory of her idoliz'd Perſecuting 
Power, and making ule of the ſame arguments again(t Them, 
which ſhe can ever poſibly urge againſt Catholicks,, enter 
by that gap which your ſc]ves left open, to the gradual de- 
ſolation of you all? It a, Presbyterian can be contented, 
that an 7eydcperdart ſhould ſuffer for his erroneous Con- 
{cience-ſake, upon the promiſe (it may be) that the Presby- 
terian 2l1one fha!l be Tadulged, as coming nearer to the 
Principles of the Church of Ergland 5 an Jadeperdant,the 
Anabapliſt; the Anabaptiſt, the Quaker, &vc. judge you, 
whether you all, conſcniing upon the ſame ſuggeſtions, 
that the Catholick may be Perſccmed 5 the Church of ZErg- 
land, one day from the ſame parity of reaſon, may not 
judpe it neceſſary, that ſome of you,Cand when (he ſhall be 
able, all) ſhould be reſtrain'd ; If it be prudential (1 ſay) 
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to leave 
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broad gap open, pardon my miſtake 3 if 1t be 


not, I have gaind the point,- and proceed to the ſecond 
coniiceration. 


Whether 
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Whether in Conſcience you ought to Exclude Catholicks 
from this equal Toleration, purely for their Conſcience ſake. 
I ſhall not trouble you with the O pintons of Ancient Fa- 
thers, and Learned Men, of all profeſſions, concerning the 
Queſtion of Perſecnting for Conſcience-ſake 3 they are Argu- 
ments and Authorities equally common and applicable to us 
all ; only by the way, they except none, whoſe Principles 
are not deſtructive and dangerous to Government : My 
Addreſs therefore, is to your own Conlciences, and I muſt 
ask you, Whether you can think it equitable, to deſire 
that favorr and liberty for your ſelves, which you refuſe ta 
thoſe, who have the ſame reaſon, right, and pretences to 
them, as your (elves ? whether on good manners, as well 
as Conſcience, you can ask of the King, what you will not 
permit him to grant to his approved friends, and Men of 
his own Religion 2 whether in Coxſcience you can do worle 
to others, than you defire that they ſhould do unto you ? 
whether your excaſe, ought to be their cri-ze? In a word, 
whether in Conſcience your (elves can puniſh tor Conſcience- 
ſake, when the ſake of your Conſciences, from the cauſe of 
your Perſecutions, becomes the only excuſe of your palt de- 
merits?[f your Conſciences can be, not only fo erroneous, but 
anjuſt and miſchitvians too 3: I conceive not the Jaw of Na- 
tions alone, but the Laws of God and Nature, will command 
they ſhould be reſtrain'd. I ſhall conclude this point with 
the Sentence of St, Paul tothe Romans, Propter quod inex- 
caſabilis es O homo, &c. Therefore, thou art inex- 
cuſable O Man, whoſoever thou art that judgelt, 
for wherein thou judgeſt another, thou condemneſt thy 
*feIF, for thou that judgeſt doſt the fame things. The 
whole Chapter may not be unworthy your. perula], 

I come next to the conſideration of Catbolick Di)/enters 
in their C7otl Capacity, and | conceive that in prudence and 
Conſcience, you ought not to Exclude them trom the ſup- 
poſed Toleration. The only reaſon why Catholicks ſhould 


be Excluded, (conſider'd in their Civil Capacity,) is, upon 
the 
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the pretence that they are unſafe to Government; and that 
two ways, either as Enemies to Monarchy ; or, as too great 
ſriends tothe Pope, whom they eſteem Head of the Catholick 
Church, For the firſt, I think they are ſo far from being 
enexzies to Monarchy 1n general, that the crime which hath 
been commonly imputed to them, in #þat of enlarging the 
bounds of Monarchy, and fixing the Soverain ina greater 
circle of power and Prerogative, than the ſafety of the 
Subject can well admit. This accuſation therefore, .I ſup- 
poſe can no ways be falt'ned upon them in gezeral; and for 
the particalar Engliſh Catholicks under our own Goverment, 
I am perſuaded, they will not refuſe to put their Loyalty 
upon the Teſs, and meaſure; out their future happineſs, by 
Examples of their paſt. behaviour. Todo them right, we 
mult acknowledge their Lives and Fortunes were unani- 
mouſly Sacrificed, and Offer'd up to the defence of King 
Charles the Firſt; nay, they fought for him at that very 
time, when ( according-to Capitulations between the King 
and His Parliament,) One condition of the Kings Eſtabliſh- 
ment, would have prov'd the cauſe of their own inevi+ 
table ruine 5 a hard tryal, and ſuch as equals at leaſt, the 
utmoſt glory of paſſeve Obedience, 

Shall we follow them; with King Charles the Second, 
into Exile 2 w@(hall there find their Loyal Charity, excee- 
ding (if poſhble) their former valour ; they drain'd the 
ſmall remains of their Purſes to the very bottom 3 they fold 
their Eſtates, and. Morgag'd their Reputations and Credit 3 
their very Swords (become no more ſerviceable to him in 
the Field, ) were converted into Neceſfaries for his Houle : 
The Religious Men, to compenſate their abſence in his 
Wars at home, turn'd his Soldiers of Fortune abroad, they 
plunder'd their own Monaſteries, and Conkiſcated the 
poſſeſſions ot their God, for [the ſupport of their King. 
They did more than equal the kindneis of Ahimeleck to a 
fugitive David, for they not only fed him with the-bread of 


the Lords Houſe, but they pawn'd the very Houſe it _ 
| an 
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and lterally robb'd Peter to give unto Far!, and all this 
for a baniſhed Proteſtant King, a King of a drfferext /*eligion 
from their own; and one, who was fo far from the hopes 
of making a return, by the divine Predictions of an in- 
ſpired Samuel; that it was thought then almolt or of the 
power 0: Ptovidence to reſtore him. ; 

Gentlemen, thele are great things, and great truths ; and 
after ail, will you venture to ask of this very King, who 
knows all this to be true, who ſhar'd in theſe Loyal Con- 
tributions, that kindnelfs for your ſelves, which you (I ſay) 
with your unfortunateand different merits about you, ob- 
ſtinately refuſe to theſe Loyal ſufferers? I think it will il 
become you. | WH 

Should you poſſibly urge againſt them, ſome antiquated 
Plots, inthe Reign of Queen Elizabeth, and King James z 
cis poſſible, they will tell you they congyunn them no leſs 
than your ſelves, that they were particular impious Men, 
and 'tis hard the Children ſhould beay;thoſe iniquities of 
their Fathers, which themſelves renounce. But ct us take 
all ia the worſe ſenſe, and utmoſt Latitade 3 methinks, it 
ſhould be neither ſeemly, nor ſeaſonable, for you to become 
their accuſers : Claudius accuſet mechos ( atalinas Cethegum ? 

But if you will go fo far back, I«t me adviſe you to 
take the //eft, the 4 ye, and 48. in your way : Pardan the 
hint, I think it no ſhame to confeis a publick fault, when 
we have as publickly repented it ; eſpecially,” fince the Au- 
thors of {/criecutions, and inflaming promoters of animo- 
fities, and unhappy miſtakes on both [idges, were more pro- 
perly the cauſt of all theſe unfortunate miſchiefs, than thoſe 
who muſt be contented to beir the reproaches ; think a 
little calmly and iwpartially upon it. | 

Should indeed the Loyal Church of Fxgland, (whole 
pro{perity hath never reduc'd her under the dangero:s 
rempaations of ſuch fiery Perſccutivns,as yGu have ſuifer'd,) 
ſhould the C1 fas ) ſet heavy upon them, for their [2ifcloy al 


miſdemeanvuurs, in would be no ſach wonocer, fhe hath got a 
119ht 


(8) 

right to accuſe them by preſcription 3 but for you, inthe 
AF of Petitioning for Pardon, Freedom, and Security for 
your ſelves ; for you, in ſuch a #ich of time to ſet up ior accu- 
{ers ; Tam loath to advice, againſt the Reaſons and Autho- 
rity. of ſo good a friend to you, as 7. [/. but in my poor 
judgement, you cannot be too wary and canteous, how 
you refreſh the memory of the King, with the refleFing 
name of Þ lots. | 

Hoping that I may have offer'd what is ſufficient con- 
cerning this point, /eſpecially, fince to ſay more, would 
but grate the more upon us, ) I come t® the Second Confide- 
ration 3 How far Catholicks ouglit to be Excluded, upon 
the account cf their great friendſhip forthe Pope ? 

What power the Head of a Catholick Church, may pre- 
tend to have over Catholick Conſciences, in matters purely 
Spiritual, and inorder to Salvation, 1s no part of my bufi- 
neſs to examine. But what right this Head may claim in par- 
ticular in dependant Sovereign Kingdoms, or over Catholich 
Conſciences, to the diſturbance of (ſuch Governments, falls 
Properly under our Conſideration. 

Taking it for granted, that the Pope can pretend to no 
Temporal or Civil Juriſdiction, in any Sovereign Kingdom, 
tuch as England is, for ſuch pretence would be. vain, as 
fuppoſling a Kingdom to depend upon ſome Forein Juril- 
diction, when it 1s confeſt ſbe is In-dependent ; taking this 
CI ſay) for granted, the utmaſlt Authority of the Pope can 
Extend no farther than to things purely Spiritua], that 18 
toſay, matters of Faith, and . let us ſuppoſe) Diſcipline in 
the Church. For the laſt, if we look into our Statutes, we 
ſhall find ſeveral Ads of Parliament, made by Catholick 
Kings and Catholick Parliaments, by virtue of which 
Ads, as well as Magna Charta, made and confirm'd by 
{everal Catholick Kings , the Church of Erxglard is de- 
clared tobe free. I arm not forgettu], what Diſputes have 
 hap'ned betwecn Popes and ſome of our Catholick Prin- 
ces, concerning the Extent and Meaning of this Freedom 3 

nor 
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nor what ill conſequences they have brought upon us 3 No 
Kingdoms can ſecure themſelves from troubles, if their 
neighbours will be quarelſome and litigious : France may 
pretend upon Ipair, and Spazy, as jultly it may be, upon 
France; but pretences give no right, much lels a Poſſeſſzon 3 
they are to be debated between Crowned Heads them- 
ſelves, and Subjects are but Acceſſaries 1n the quarrel. But 
howloever it be, itis little to our purpole, for we are (peak- 
ing of a Toleration for Catholicks, and that in a Kingdom, 
Where the Authority of the Pope is Excluded by the Laws 
of the Land, and theſe Laws likely to be in the hands of 
Froteſtant Princes : But ſhould the whole Nation, with its 
King, in proceſs of time, turn Roman Catholicks, it's not to 
be doubted, but the Government in ſuch a caſe will take care 
of it ſelf, and its own rights 3 and trom what we yet ſee, 
we have no reaſon to fear, that the Eccleſiaſtical Govern- 
ment of England will, at theſe years, become a Pup), 
and ſubmit to the ferula and tutelage of Rowe. 

The great Queſtion is, whether the Authority, which the 
Pope may pretend to, and Catholicks own, in matters of 
Faith, may probably create any ſuch diſturbances in the 
Government, as ought to Exclude Catholicks from the be- 
nefits of this Tolzration ? and I conceive,it ought not. 

if there were no Catholick Kingdoms happy, and flou- 
riſhing in the World, whoſe Subjeas own this Authority, 
the Queſtion might admit of ſome Diſpute 3 or if no Catho- 
lick Subjects were Loyal and peaceable under their 7 rotefs- 
ant Princes, the Queſtion might be decided againſt us3 but 
the contrary to both being demonſtrably plain, as by many 
Inſtances may be made appear ; the Queſtion falleth ai- 
rectly upon Frgliſh Catholicks, and T hope they will not 
ſuffer any prejudice by it. 

The only Obj<tion which preſſes hard upon them, is, 
(as far as} can perceive) ihe Depoſling Dodrine in caſe of 
Fereſie, which being (as 7roteſtants tell us) an Article of - 
their Faith - It mult be confcls'd, it they be True to their 
B 3 F aith 
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Faith, they may be Falſe to their King 3 and their Loyalty 
is bat Tenant at will to the Pope, and (ubjed& to Forfeiture, - 
according to the Humour of every Caprictous Lord. 

It were hard, after the many Eminent Inſtances of their 
upright and un-byaſs'd Loyalty to Proteſtant Princes, that 
they (hould be (uſpeaed in this Conjundure 3 but we can- 
not be too careful in matters of ſo great Conſequence : 1n 
ſhort then, do they believe, As matter of Faith, That the 
Pope hath Power to [Depoſe a Sovereign Feretical Prince,and 
Abſolve his Subj:&ts trom their Fidelity and Oath of Ale- 
giancs 2 Ask them, they anſwer unanimouſly, No. The 
Church of England endeavours to prove the Affirmative up- 
on them.? *Tis ſtrange, that men {hou}d.not be permitted to 
know their own mind, and whilſt their Enemies frame a 
Creed, which they utterly refule to Subſcribe, ſhall never- 
thelels be condemn'd for believing It. I know: none of us 
can be ſafe at this rate, ſince 'tis unreaſonable to expect 
that Credit, which we refule to give. For my own part, 
| am apt to believe ther, and the rather, becaule I find 
avery Powertu! Kingdom, and all ftrict Catholicks, pub- 
lickly declaring againſt this Depoſing DoJrine ; | mean, that 
ot France, where by an EFdi& of the King publiſhed 1683. 
by the whole Clerzy of France, Univerſity , Sorbonne, and 
Canoniſts, It 1s declar'd (fo far as it concerns our purpole ) 
as follows, Reges &» Frincipes in Temporalibus nulli Fecle- 
ſeaſtice poteſtati Dei Ordinatione ſubjici , neque Authoritate 
Clavinm Feeleſie direFe+ wel indireFte deponi , ant illorum 
ſubditos eximi 2 fide atque obedientia, ac preſtito fidelitatis 
Sacramento ſolvi poſſe, &C, That Kings and *Princes, in Tem- 
porals, are ſubje@ by the Ordinance of God to no Eccleſiaſtical 
Power ; xeither can they be Tlepos d direftly or indiredGly by 
Authority of the Keys of the ( hurch, nor their Subjeds ex+ 


empted from their Faith and Obedience, nor abſoly'd from 


their Oath of {Uegiance, Kc. 
ſt is plain then, that Cathelicks may remain good Catto- 
licks, and own the Supicmacy of the Pope, as head of the 
| ( atholick 
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Catholick Charch, without any Obligation to believe the 
Depoſing Doerine: and if the Frezch, why notthe Eng- 
liſh Catholicks ? eſpecially, (ince they as publickly declare 
the ame; and by their practice, confirm the truth and 
fincerity of their Protefſion. It you Object againſt them 
ſome Catholick Authors, who may poſltbly have defended 
this Dodtrine, they may anſwer you, that ſhould the afſlu- 
rance of the Loyalty which your ſelves now projels, be 
rryed by ſome of your Anti-Monarchicell Books, written 
by many of your Heads, and learnedelt Men among you; 
the condition of your deli;ed Toleration would prove too 
weak, to venture a perpetual Legal Eſtabiiſhment upon tt. -, 

To Conclude, it 1s evident by what hath been already 
ſaid, that there is no zeceſſzty upon Catholicks to believe the 
Depofing Dottrine : If there be no zeceſſaty they (hould, 
there is a great corveniency they ſhould not ; and it they 
ſolemnly declare they do zot, I know not what greater (e- 
curity you can have of the truth and faith of a Chriſtian. 

| have only one word more to add,: which though 1t be a 
little forein to our preſent diſcourte, yet 1t is tit we {ay ſome- 
what concerning it; and I know not what head to bring 1t 
under more properly, than that of the Yopes Anthority. 
It is an Objecion from a ſuppoſed reſtoration of Abby- 
LanJs ; I mention it alſo the rather, becauſe, ſome think, 
it is the chiefeſt conſideration, which hath moved the in- 
dignation of 7. I. againſt Catholicks. 

I doubr nor, but the Jate Treatiſe concerning Abby 
Lands way be ſuthcicnt to (atistie anv Impartial Reader; 1 
{hall only therefore propoſe two things, that Abby-Lands 
cannot pofibly-be taken from us, but by theſe twoways, 
1: Py id of Parliament. And:2, By Free Donation: and 
both wavs ſcem jmpoftible. Suppoſe then, that the Nation 
hath no mind to pert from ker Abby-Lands, itis impolhble, 
in that mind, (= ſhould ever loſe them, Admitting now, 
that Catholrrks 1n time thould become the majority of the 
Nation, the mijortty Gf Abby-Lands would be then in 

the 
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the majority of the Nation ; Jet us grant alſo,that the majo- 
rity of the Two Houles in Parhtament ſhould in time be 
C atholicks ; the majority of Abby-Lands would be ſtill in 
the hand of the majority of the Members of Parliament. 
How then can it bappen, that the Abby-Lands ſhould be 
taken away irom Men, who will bave 1t always in their 
power to keep them? 'tis as mucai as to ſay, the Nation: 
will take from the Nation, what the Nation is reſolved 
never to part withall ; which 1s1o abſ#rd, that it is a contra- 
dicton 7n termenis. 

It it be urg'd, that the Pope may oblige Catholicks, in 
Conſcience, to reſtore them, it mult be conſider'd, that 
there are Acts of Pailiament, that 1s to ſay, the Laws of the 
Land in the way ; and it may be cafily anſwer'd, that the 
Pope hath nothing to do with Parhaments, or the Laws of 
the Land. The cafe might be other wile, if the poſſeſſions 
of theſe Lands were not ſecured to us by the Law, and 
fuch as none but our (elves can repeal, how far Conſcience 
might work upon ſome Men, in that caſe, I know not. 

But Secondly, It is not in our power to give them away 
our ſelves, whilit the Laws are in {orce ; for the Statute of 
Mort-Main, and other ſubſequent Statutes concerning Re- 
ligious Charities, do poſitively reſtrain us; ſo that we have 
ſtill our own Laws for our ſecurity, and it 1s ridiculous to 
ſuppoſe, that we ſhould voluntarily pull down that fence, 
which we are (enfible preſerves us. Whiiſt the Laws there- 
fore remain unrepeal'd, C aths/ichs will have the ſame reaſons, 
and the ſame right, to kcep their Abby-Land to the Worlds 
end, (nay, though all the Nation ſhould turn Catholicks 3) 
as Catholicks have at preſent, that is to ſay, the Laws will 
not permit them to bereſtor'd, and it is evident, that the 
preſent Exgliſh Catholicks have as much of Abby-Lands in 
their poſſeſſion {proportionable to their number, ) as Pro- 
teſtants themſelves. or 

Beſides, if we could and wou'd reſtore them, who arc 


there, that have right to receive them? they who might. 
nave 
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have had a right to enjoy them, are long liace rotten in 
their Graves; Titular Abbats (if any fuch there be) are 
meer Phantaſms, they are Monks unborn, and not ſo much 
as Embrios in the Womb of Time ; and ſhall we return our 
Lands to the Þirds of the Air, and the Beaſts of the Field,or 
imaginary Beings, not ſo proper to enjoy them, as they ? 
Were there not a hundred invincible Reafons againſt the 
danger of loling our Abbey-Lands: Yet this alone were 
ſufficient, that Governments are grown wiſcr than formerly 
they were, and the Inconveniencies which ſome Kingdoms 
labour under, from the Dead weight of Numerous Mona- 
ſteries, are more than ſufficient, for other Kingdoms which 
are free, to take warning from thoſe :Examples. England 
beſides (of all Kingdoms) is the molt ſecure from falling 
under theſe miſchiefs, for it is plain , that our Nation wants 
Hands 3 the Plague and the Sword, and our Forein Planta- 
tions have lo draind our Vital Blood, that it can hardly 
circulate within our Politick Body ; and ſhall we deſpirit 
that which remains, by immucing greater numbers of Ser- 
viceable Hands, and cutting them off from beirlg Members 
of the State ? Tam perſuaded, that two Ages of the moſt 
vigorous flealth, Peace, and Proſperity which the Nation 
ever enjoy d, will hardly reſtore her to her former neceſla- 
ry ſtrength, and permit her in Policy to grant an uſeleſs un- 
profitable eaſe to any conſiderable number of her Subjeds. 

Having thus endeavour'd to Anſwer the firſt great Que- 
tion, which I hopelI have done to the fatisfa&tion of all Im- 
partial Readers, I might ſpare my (elf and you the trouble 
of ſpeaking to tne Second : For, 1t Proteſtant Tiſſenters, 
in Prudence and Conſcience,ought not torefule the prefent 
propos d Legal Tolcration upon the fingle condition of In- 
cluding Catholicks : 1 think there can be no good reaſon 
given, why they ſhould defer it untill the next Succeiſion < 
But that no rub may ſeem to1lvye in the way of our common 
Happineſs; I ſhall oftzr a word or two concerning the (e- 


cond Qneltton. 
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Queſtion 2. Whet er Proteſtant Diſſenters, in p2udence and 
Conſcience, ouglze to expect the pzopoſed Toleration, until 
the next Succeſſion ; upvou the ſingle conſiveration, that Ca- 
tholick Diflenter: might p2obablp be rhen Excluded ? 


Procraſtination is Eangerous ; the ſucceſs of Fabia gives 
no encouragement to follow his Example in difterent C1r- 
cumſtances : We are now ina Treaty of Peace, and he 
who holds our Fortunes in his Hands, offers to Secure Vs, 
but will Perſecute noe. If we retuie to accept the preſent 
Mercy offer'd us, in hopes to receive it hereafter from 
another Hand, the motives both of our Neegle# and Popes, 
mult be #laiz, Certain, and Demonſtrably Evident, or elle 
we Tempt Providence, inſtead of Trulſting him ; and 
ſhutting him out of doors when he comes to Vilit us, we 
give him juſt cauſe to ſhut the door upon us, when, at Oxr 
own time, we hall ſeck his Affiſtance. | 

I have given you my Opinion concerning the firſt main 
Queſtion ; there is little to be confider'd in this ſecond, 
but the Evidence of your hopes, and the (trong Reaſon to 
perſuade you, that they will not be in vain. 

There are two general Obje@s of your Hopes, one, That 
Tour ſelves ſhall be Tolerated, The other, That Catholicks 
ſhall be E'xcluded inthe next Succeſſion. From the firſt ge- 
neral ObjeF, theſe things will fall naturally under the con- 
fideration of a Rational Thinking man : Firſt, what, and 
bow long, you mult ſufter, until your Hopes can be accom- 
pliſh'd 2 Secondly, What Perſons they are, from whoſe 
approved Goodneſs and Kindneſs to you, you ground the 
aſſurance of your Hopes Thirdly, What Accidents may 
happen to fruſtrate their good Intentions, and your Ex- 
pectations ? And { afily, what Security you will expect from 
thoſe ſuppos'd Friends, and the next Succeſſor, that 3ou 
ſhall Truly and Faithfully receive the reward of your great 
confidence in them, { mean, a Toleration to Content ? 
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To the Firſt, What you muſt ſuffer until your Hopes be 
accompliſh'd, I have no Commitlſion to tell you ; but 'tis 
moſt probable you will ſuffer the juſt Reſentment of a fen- 
ſible Prince for his deſpiſed Mercy. Into what particulars, 
and cgncerns of your Lives his Diſpleaſure may extend, and 
how many ways atte& you, yourſelves Are, or 311 be beſt 
able to Judge. But the influence of Kings is great, and 
few can live within the Sphere of their Orbs, without be- 
ing ſenſible of their different Aſpe@.. | 

Secondly, You will (utter under the ſtings and remorſe of 
an ungrateful Conſcience , Imgratum ft dixeris,, &c. To 
call a man Ungrateful, is to load him with all manner of 
Reproaches : Ingratitude 1s ſuch a Vice,as would tarniſh the 
beſt of Virtues, and nips the merit and hopes of Friend- 
{hip in the bud. It 1s befides, a dangerous recommenda- 
tion of your ſelves to your new Church of England Friends, 
from whom you expect ſuch great performances 3 and 
creating a Jealouſy of you, from what they See, may cool 
their hopes of that grateful return from you , which they 
Promiſe to themſelves hereafter. Gratitnde then, if it be 
not your /7rtne, it 15 at leaſt your Jztereſt; and if you fail 
in both, your reputation turns Baxkrupt, and there is no 
Componuding where there is nothing to be pay'd. 

Thirdly and laſtly, You will ſuffer the continual Fears 
and Apprehenſions of a poſfible diſappointment : And, 
which is no {mill aggravation, your Repentance will come 
too late, and your Perfecutions remain without Pity, as 
well as without Remedy. And for the juſt cauſes of your 
Fear, I ſhall lay them plainly before you hereafter. 

But 2dly, How long you muſt ſuffer, I cannot tell you : 
The Z ves of Princes, and their Hearts too arein the Hands 
of God, and he who can command the Life of our pre- 
ſent Soveraign, may turn the Feart of the next, But this 
we know to our Comfort, that His preſent Majeſty hath 
not livd ſo faſt, but he may live 2s long, at leaſt, long 
enough to ſee the neglect of his Mercy, reverng'd by the 
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Execution of his Juſtice; for there are few of us ſo exact; 
who are not ſometimes obnoxious : If the Prayers of good 
men may prevail, the bad may be out in their account : 
However, a Leaſe of Danger, Shame, and Fear for ſuch a 
Life, is but an uncomfortable purchaſe, and I ſhould think 
*twere much better to ſurrender, than keep it. 

I come now to the ſecond Conſideration , what ns 
they are from whoſe approvd Goodneſs and Kindneſs to 
you, you ground the aſſurance of your Hopes, It is but 
reaſonable to believe, that a man who refuſeth a preſent 
Kindneſs, jn hopes to receive it from another Friend here- 
after, hath a greater Opinion of the Friendſhip of him from 
whom he Exped&s it, than of him who Offers it. ' Apply- 
ing this propoſition to your ſelves; the two Perſons inten- 
ded, are the King, and the Church of England. To: prove 
the King is your Friend, and the Church of Azgland your 
Enemy, ſeems to me altogether as 4mpertinent, as to prove 
a man my Friend who Reſcueth me out of the hands 
of Pyrats;z or the Pyrate my Enemy, whilſt upon my 
Back and Feet, I retain (till the Fetters and Marks of his 
Barbarous Cruelty, and my own former: Slavery, But 
ſince your FHonriſhing Friend T. FV. would paſs Paradoxes 
upon you, inſtead of (ound Reaſon, and perſuade you 
to ſuſpe& your Friend, that you might be fare to fall again ' 
' under the Hands of- your Enemies, I ſhall preſume to ſpeak: 
a word or two of the King, : 

Among many Farncifnl Suggeſtions, your Friend tells 
you p. 2, That your Catholick Friends (meaning, or at leaſt, 
including the King) did zot make you their choice, but their 
refuge. Are you. then their Refuge ? SanCtuaries were in- 
olable among. the woriſt of Feathens, and wilt you per- 
it your. Friend the Church of Ergland to lay it to your 
charge that you twice Betray'd your Maſter,and Sold again 
your King ? But how come you not to be his Choice, as is 
pretended? - Would you have had the King to take you in- 
to bis Bolom, with your Antiz=wonarchical Principics about 
you 
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you, your Anti-monarchical Swords ind Piſtols, and Anti- 
monarchical Arms upon you ? I think you could not expe& 
it, You were firſt in his /ifhes, though poſlibly ſecond 
in his Eftzerz z he Tolerated your Religious Principles, 6e- 

fore he was King 3 and when He was King, wiſh'd your Se- 
cular Principles would have permitted him to have eas'd 
your Conſciences, with ſafety to the Government. If he 
was miſtaken, Thank your good Old Friends ; it He be 
miſtaken (which you know beſt) you reap the Benefit of 
his generous Errour, and 'twere hard you (ſhould make Him, 
or his Friends,ſuffer for it. His Indulgence upon the ſuppo- 

ſed terms of your Civil Obedience,is no new Trick to ſerve 2 
Turn, Forl appeal to your ſelves, whether he hath not often 
told you, before, and ſince he was King, that it was ever his 
Opinion, That Conſcience onght not to be forced, _ 

 Pag. 3. But there is zo TInclination to you,no quarter ſer yon, 
but touſher in Liberty for themſelves, Liberty for themſelves? 

What, was not the Kizgs Chappel open when you were yet 

in the Weſt? Is the King afraid to give Eaſe to his Friends, 

after a total Victory, when he ſcorn'd the danger that 
look'd himin the Face? Iam perſuaded your ſelves do not 
believe this Heroick Mind capable of Fear or Flatrery ? 

How far he might fear his Friends, I know not 3 But it 

men only, and Cowards fear their Enemies. Think not then 

ſo poorly of him; that he Diſſembles ; nor provoke him by 

an unworthy Jealouſy : An Heroick King hath Double Di- 

vinity about him, and his Aux:liary Angels, who have been 

Faithful to him in the moſt deſperate Occalions, when yet 

a JubjeF, will not Deſert him under their greater Obliga- 

tions and Charge to Protect a Crowned-Head.: 

But why No Izclination to you, why No quarter for you * 
Not if the Hypocritelyes at your door ; not if you retain 
your objeted Arnti-monarchical Principles; your Loyalty is 
the only Condition of the Obligation, which 1s 12 your 
Power, andon yoxr part to perform. The King hath gran- 


ted you a preſent Toleration, and intends with your Concur- 
C 2 rence, 
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rence, to make it his Legacy to you, and Jour perpetual Tre 
heritance, by a fundamental Law 3 and is this wanting an 
TInclination, isthis giving no quarter to you? What would 
you have him to do more, except Sacrificing His Friends 
to the revenge of your Enemies. Confider a. little with 
your ſelves, (it is not ſo long, but ſome of you may remem- 
ber it,) Was there not a Bill brought into the Houſe of 
Parliament after the late Kings Reſtoration, by which Ca- 
tholicks were to be Tolerated, whilſt you were Perſecuted ? 
Your Merits (which I ſuppoſe you have not forgot) ran as 
high as ever; the King a Proteſtant; and your. Church of 
| England Friends (to your Sorrow) in their greateſt Repu- 
tation, Change the Scene, doth not his preſent Catholick 
Majeſty, whilſt your Deſerts are ofa different Nature,and 
hardly Per-feather'd, offer to eſtabliſh you upon the ſame 
foot and Foundation of Liberty with his own Catholick Sub- 
jets 2 If you will be deceivd with Superficial flaſhes of 
Wit, againſt the Evidence of Senſe ; The Mſchief, as well 
as $iz will lye at your own doors. 

Next, we mult conſider the magnified kindzeſs of your 
new Church of Ezgland friends. There is no Argument 
like conſtant Experience, Circumſtances and Times may 
change, but Nature will not 3 we may force her for a ſea- 
ſon, but ſhe returns to her former bent. What a friend to 
you the Church of Frxgland will prove, we may guels ; 
Firſt, By what ſhe hath been 3 Secondly, By the motives of 
her pretended change z And Laſtly, By the principles of her 
Eſtabliſh'd Rehgion. | 

To the Firſt ;.[t would be melancholly as well as tedious, 
to begin, and follow the Church of Ezglard in her Perſe- 
cuting Acts ; malice hath ſucceeded from Generation to Ge- 
neration, and your affliftions are become the moſt entire 
part of your Iaheritances 3 your fore-fathers might indeed 
have eaten thoſe ſowre Grapes, with which your teeth are 
ſet on edge ; but what matters it, whether you feel the fire, 
or /aft laſhes of her ſeverity ; ſhe hath never flack'ned her 
hand, 
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hand, but when the Rod was takenout of it by force ; and 
if from a ſuper-erogating ſenſe of your crimes, you think you 
have not been yet chaſtiz'd enough, you do well to reſtore 
it to her. If you fear ſhe ſhould prove too gentle, comfort 
your ſelves from ſome of her late undeniable aftions, which 
are not ſo ancient, as to have out-liv'd the memory of 
Man. 

When the late King was reſtor'd to his Kingdoms, (and 
you know by whom) a Toleration was the price of his re- 
turn, and he paid it Cas far as he could) by his Roval Decla- 
ration from Breda; and did nottke Church of Fxzland, 
as ſoon as ever ſhe was reſtor'd to her long (equeltred power, 
reſtor'd by your means, (I ſay) did ſhe not turn #hat very 
power againſt you ? Can you ever pretend to deſerve better 
from her, or can ſhe ever have a better G6pportunity to re- 
turn her acknowledgements? Burt let us take her in coo] 
blood, and when we may reaſonably ſuppoſe zhe bitter tate 
of your rough uſage to her in other times, to be worn off, or 
at leaſt palliated by thoſe larger Tables, and more delicate 
Food, which your Loyalty had procured for her. Have 
you forgot, that (he bought the late Kings actual Indulgence 
off, with a price, and pacified your ſelves with a prowiſe, 
which ſhe never performed ? nay, did ſhe not fall a Perle- 
cuting afreſh, and made you pay a ſowre reckoning, for the 
ſweet forbidden Fruits which you had but juſt began to talt 2 
and after this, will you truſt the Church of Ezgland a third 
time 2 The Italian Proverb tells us, That if a Man deceive 
me once, tf is his fault ; if he deceive me twice, it is my 
fant ; and will you bz ſo Credulous, as to let her deceive 
you the third time? whar Proverb will be able toreach (o 
extravagant and unparallel'd a folly ? 

Shall (he impoſe upon you, and bubble you ow again 
2ow (I fay) when your happineſs is in your own power, and 
her ſelf, neither z7, nor poſſibly ever wi#/ be able to perform 
her promiſe to you, though ſhe would? did ſhe not laſh 
you to the laſt gaſp of her power, when (he cou!d _— 
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hold her dear ſcourge in her enfeebled hand ; and can you 
now believe her your friend 2 feel upon your backs, look 
upon your Eſtates, ſend into forein Plantations, viſit the 
Priſons, and examine your Purſes ; and if theſe teſtifie her 
friendſhip, never forſake it, adhere to her, and reſign up 
the remainder of your Lives and Fortunes to the mercy of 
this good old friend : I dare warrant you, in time, you will 
find more ſuch. credible Witneſſes to the purpoſe ; and are 
theſe perſons to build your hopes upon ? voluntary hopes, 
for which you exchange a real Poſſeſſion ? 1 your Faith be 
{irong enough to (wallow ſuch prodigions, ſenſeleſs hopes, 
never quarrel with Tranſubſtantiation, and Popilh Miracles, 
for the Diſſenters Church. will perform, what your friend 
7. I. deſpairs to find in the Rowan; I mean ſhe will be 
brought to bed of a Miracle, exceeding the whole Volume of 
the Popiſh Legend. 

But Secondly, By what hath been already ſaid, (and ten 
times more that might be ſaid,) it is demonſtrably plain, that 
the Church of Ezg/and hath ever been your enemies, quid 
verbis opus eſt, cum faffa videam. But in this conjuncure,we 
are told of ſome overtures tending towards friendſhip. It is 
a maxim as ancient as Greece, and the Trojan-War, That the 
guifts of Enemies are to be ſuſpeFed. 1 ſhall never appear an 
Advocate againſt Friendſhip, and a ſincere reconciliation : 
On the contrary, I wiſh to God that all our unchriſtian 
Animoſities were totaily becalmd, and our Intereſts, 
Paſſions, and falſe Zeal, which mov'd us, levell'd with the 
Board ; but neither Reaſon, nor Religion, forbidds us to 
be cautious : A falſe friendſhip 1s like coals cover'd with 
aſhes, the fire is not put out, but rather more zzterſe, by 
being thus conceal'd : A prudent Man will ſearch the 
aſhes, eſpecially if his Houſe hath been burnt about him 
twice before, from the ſame neglect. This I take to be 
your caſe, and in my opinion well worth your examining. 

The Church of Fzglazd is now in aftiction, and weerly 


from the danger of loſing her power; and 1s it probable 
| ſhe 
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ſhe ſhould part from it frankly, and without reſerve, when 
ſhe ſhall come again to be out of the danger of having it 
taken from ber? Her power lyes agonizing, and ſhe pre- 
cends to repent the il] uſe of it. The Devil was ſich, (if 
you remember it,) but we know, how the Penitent kept 
his promiſe when he was well. Fhe Church of Ezgland 
would be your friend, becauſe ſhe hopes, by your aſliſtance, 
to preſerve her Power until a better day, or at leaſt keep 
off the 7!l one : Had ſhe no Intereſt in this propoſition, or 
You no palpable diſadvantage. I would almoſt perſuade 
you to accept her iriend{hip 5 Bur are not the terms totally 
diſproportionable ? Nay, doth not her condeſcen(ion, meer- 
ly to keep up her pawer,render her highly ſuſpected; that 
ſhe never intendsto-part from it ? Is ſhe fo (tiff for nothing, 
and ſo inflexible, not to part with that, which ſhe will 
never uſe ? Her pretence for fear ot Catholicks, is fo very 
bare and thin, that it is ſo far from covering her ſhame, as 
it diſcovers the nakedneſs of her malice, even to Men who 
are loth to ſee it. For beſides the Laws which are aiready. 
in force, and what may be til] in her or your power to 
add, for the further ſecurity of all her priviledges, except 
her Perſecuting Tower; have you not Two Hundred to One 
the better of the Bett ? and does not your friend tell you, 
That to loſe thoſe odds would be next to impoſſuble ? Will they 
not be always in your Poſlſeſſions, if you ſtick to your 
Principles? and are you, or ſhe, afraid of being reaſon'd 
out of your Religion ? or have Catholicks any Arms to 
force you, (with theſe: odds againſt them 3 ) beſides their 
Pens? and do you apprehend their danger {0 much, as to 
Exclude their perſons, and ſuſpend; your ſe}ves from the 
Civil Rights of Free-born Subjeds, becauſe they would. 
prove their Religion to be better than yours 2 Do you not 
all pretend'the ſame thing, one againſt another £ would 
you ſeem to deipair of your Cauſe,and defend your (elves. 
againſt their Pexs, with ſecular Arms of Fire and Faggot, 
Sequeltrations and. Proſcriptions, and Temporal Advan- 
tages,- 
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tages, unworthy the Religion you profeſs? Or, /ſuppoſing 
the molt, ) that the majority of you ſhould turn Catho- 
lick Converts, (which without more Miracles and SanGity 
than are generally found in the World, is not likely ſoon to 
come to paſs) can you then forget and lay by your com- 
paſſionate ſenſe of your former fellow-ſufferers 2 or will it 
not be your own faults if you do? I lee no manner of rea- 
fon then, which ſhould move the Church of Exgland in this 
conjuncture, to ſolicite your friendſhip, and expoſe her 
own, even till 'tis blown open, except this ſizgle one, of 
preſerving her Perſecuting Power, and deſperately hazarding 
yonur ſecurity; And this I think ſufficient to make you jea- 
loufly careful. 

La(tly , ſuppoling the Church of . Ezglaud would be 
fincerely your Friend, and that the Motives appear'd ſuch 
as might encourage you to believe her; you are now to 
conſider, whether, according to her Principles, and the 
Conſtitution of her Eccleſiaſtical Government, ſhe really 
Can be your Friend in the propos'd Cale of a Toler ation. 

The Church of Fzglard C renouncing her Infallibility, 
and declaring the Bible to be our common Rule of Faith) 
mult have appear'd groſly unjuſt, both before God and 
Man, had ſhe, upon theſe ſingle Principles, excluded men 
following her own common Rule (though differing in Opi- 
nion from her, ) from thole Eccleſiaſtical Preferments, and 
warm Benefices, which nevertheleſs ſhe reſolv'd to ſecure to 
her (elf. To compals this, ſhe {truck in with the Civil Magt 
{trate, and both together raisd ſuch a Fence about her, 
guarded allo by a two-edg'd Sward, of Ecclelialtical Cen- 
ſures, and Temporal Puniſhments, as none could enter her 
narrow Gates, except they renounc'd what they believ'd, 
or had the good fortune to believe as (ſhe did. * Nor yet 
was this ſufficient 5 For tearing that better reaſon (it may 
be, ) might gain in time many Diſerters from her ,. (he 
watch'd her pallage fo ſtrictly, that it was not fate, at lait in 
Conſcience, to be within, or in Pradence without her Pale, 
and 
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and Perſecutions eſtabliſh'd by Law, were lent out as Evangelſfts, 
and thought the ſureſt means to propagate her Goſpel, Then came 
out Atts of Parliament from the Civil; and Canons (rom the Ec- 
cleftaſtical Power : I doubt noc but:you are acquainted with both, 
particularly trom the 44. to the laſt Caron of the firſt Chapter: 
As alſo, Can. 65. where men are Excited ts Procure out Writs, 
De Excommunicata Canienda in order to Temporal Puniſhmen:.! 

The Church of England then was Fonnaedin Perſecution, Subſifts 
by Perſecution, and hath brought Perſecurion into the 'very Hearz 
of her Canons ; and can you believe, ſhe will willingly pull down her 
Fence, deſtroy her Foundation, Subſiftance, and a Fundamental 
Principle of her Religion ? Whilſt ſhe is the Church of Eng/ans, ſhe 
cannot, andif ſhecannot , Judge you, whether ſhe will. For in 
reſpect purely of Religion, ſhe ſtands upon the ſame comman bot- 
tom of Reformation, with the Dyſſenters, and is diſtinguiſh'd from 
them chiefly by This, That the Law gives her Power to puniſh, 
but not tothem ;, wherefore the day ſhe loſerth her Power, ſhe is no 
more than they are, and as undiſtinguiſhable , ſave by the diffe. 
rence of her Tenets; let her Friend therefore write for her as fine- 
ly as he will, ſhe will never part from this diſtinguiſhing Power, it 
ſhe can keep it. | 

And to ſay truth, her Religion and her Intereft are fo cloſely 
interwoven, and ſo wiſely united, that they ſtrenzthen each others 
and if you take away one, 'tis ods thai the other falls ro the 
ground. Ifthen you expe trom her, what in Safety and Con- 
ſcience ſhe cannot give you, ſhe will be ſooner excusd for the 
breach of her Promiſe, than you for your inconfiderate Incred:;- 
lity. 

i come now to the third Confideration, What accidents my 
happen to fruſtrate the Church of England s pretended pood Intentions, 
and your Expettations. It is impoſlivle to foreſee all that may hap- 
pen, prudent Men will provide againſt po:able dangers, and witlſt 
the beſt takes care of itſelf, a wite Min will take care of the wort. 
The accidents which ſeem moſt probabie to me are theſe, Firfp, 
The King may live ſo long, until Carbol:cks, by the great Intereſt 
which they may have in the Government, (eſpecially fiance both 
the Church of Exsland and your {clves by Difobliging the King, 
excluic your iclves from His Favour and Confidence ) . by tke In. 
rereſt (i ſay) which they may have in the Government, their good 
Behaviour i it, and Faithfui Adm.niitration of it; they may (© re- 
commend themſelyes, and ſeem wuiciui to the next Succell or, that 
D te 
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he may think it as unreaſorable ro exclude them the Benefic of a 
general Toleration, as his preſent Majeſty. Secondly, | he Church 
of Englerd and they may become be'ter Friends ; /V/ violentum din- 
tarnum, It is natural for exceſſive Heats to prodnuce Showers , And both 
ſides may relent, which will ſtill make your cafe the worſe: 7hird- 
ty, It is polſible, thEChurch of Eng/and and you may not remain 
long in ſo good Intelligence : Nay, 1t would bs moſt ſtrange if you 
ſhould, for of neceſſity you would interfere ſo of en, that every 
rub woula anger and fret the old Sore ſo tenderly skin'd over. Wan- 
ting B-th the Favour of the King, ſhe will not be able to pay iz the 
Obligation of your Suffering for her ſake, ſo often as (it may be) 
your occaſions may require, and new Friendſhips, are like Sutes at 
Law. if Men ſtarve their Cauſe, 'tis two to one bur they lofe ir. 
Fourthly, The Church of Ex;/anda may probably fear the danger of 
your increaſe upon her,Plants are apt to ſhoor out in Sun-ſhiny wea- 
ther ; in ſuch Caſe the neceſſhy of her own preſervation will oblige 
her to reſtrain you, ifſhe can, excep: ſhe intends to turn Non-con- 
forming Convert (as your Friend ſeems much to inſinuate) and then 
ic were highly Prudential, to put your ſelves at Eaf'e, and ina more 
Inviting condition, as ſoon as you can; for whatſoever men may 
iay in their Cha'eur Neophyte, and heat of their Zeal, tisnatural to 
love a ſaving bargain. Fifrhlz, Your ſureſt © hurch of England 
Friends, and greateſt Projectors may be call'd to Heaven, and men of 
d tferent inclinations to you put 1n their places : Your beſt ſecu- 
rity would be then remov'd in ſpite of your teeths, and you, who 
count it no leſs than a Te# 14 latry to pray to Saints, would have no 
means left to exact the performance of their Ovoligation. Burt 
La$ly, The next Succeſſor may poflibly have a better Opinion of 
the Cathelick Religion, and a warle of your Principles cither now, 
or hereafter, than you are taught to believe, And 'tis no Tooſe con- 
jecture, that he, who hath moſt reaſon to know, offe:ts no unkind- 
neſs to you, when he invites you to accept of the preſent opportu- 
nity. Many other accidents may probably happen to diſappoint 
your Hopes , and from thence to eſtabliſh your Inevitable ruine, 
But theſe being (1 think) ſufficient to make men circumſpect, 
eſpecially when they are nor neceſſitated, and thrown upon theſe 
Hopes. Icometo the laſt confideration What Secarity you expett 
from the Church of England, and the next Succeſſor, that you ſhall 
not be diſappointed. 
I do nor pretend to enter into the ſecret of your Cabals you have 
always preſery'd the Reputation of men, who underſtand no leſs 
your 
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your temporal than ſpiritual concerns. I doubt not then, but you ' 
will cake ſuch ſure Infallible meaſures, as will excuſe your prefent 
neglect to all the World. I ſhould refte& therefore upon your 
eafineſs, (no leſs than this Artificial Author hath done,)) could 1 ap- 
prehend that a looſe ſhuffling Paper, fticcht together with impro- 
bable conjeCftures, demonſtrable miſtakes, nothing at all pretended 
to be proved, and Writ by you know not whom, or at beſt, by a 
man, whoſe private Intereſt, Paſſion, Malice, and Revenge, have 
evidently tranſported him beyond che bounds of Truth, Modefty, 
and the plain arguments of a true and fincers Friendſhip. ! ſhould 
reflect upon you, (I fay) could 1 imagine that theſe confiderations 
ſhould fway you againſt your preſent Intereſt, ard oblige you to 
feck for your Gu0Is, when they ſhall be ſeiz'd tor Non-Conformity, 
from an uncertain 7, W. who hath not ſo much as produced his 
Commiſſion from the Church of England to Treat wich you: The 
reaſons of a Friend ought to be calm, evident,and unſophitticace : 
Too much of heat, and trick, creates a jealouſie ; and if ever men 
ought to be ſuſpicious, itis upon this occaſion,and this conjun ure. 
What engagements you may have, or expe& from the next Suc- 
ceflor, I know not ; what I have hinted. is ſufficient to men of 
your underſtanding ; eſpecially ſince my Zeal for the common good 
and proſperity of the Nation, hath obliged me to cxceed the ut- 
moſt limirs of a Lerrer. I ſhall ſpeak therefuic but: one word to 
the ſecond and laſt object of your hopes, viz. 7 hat Cath licks may 
be Excluaed in the next Succeſſion. 

What 1 have already ſaid, Concerning your hopes and fears, may 
be ſufficient in anſwer to this point. 1 ſhall only therefore add, 
that fince Ca: hohekts are equally Loleratcd in Holand, with other 
Diſſenrers, differing fiom the Eſtabliſh Religion of that Common- 
weaith, Since they have their publick Chapels at Amſterdam, 
Ratterdam, and moſt of the great Towns in Hellard, and lince 
they approve themſelycs both faithful and uſeful Subjefls to that Go- 
vernment : It is more than probable, that you will not eafily per- 
ſuade the next Succeflor (acquainted w:th theſe truths) that Engliſh 
Catholicks (of all other places in the World )are only to be Excluded 
a Toleration in Eng/and Your Reaſons I ſay muſt be ſtrong and con- 
vincing, and ſuch as we have not yet heard, cfpecially fince rhat of 
bargain and ſale is not likely to prevail ſo much with a Prince, who 
will rather bring Acceſions to the Crown, than expect rhar (upen 
hard terms) from the SubjzeR, which the neceſſities of other Fiinces 
haye obliged them to demand, | 
What 
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What influence the Example and Conduct of the be/# if Father; 
may have upon the %eſt of Daughters, (who betide will find by ex- 
perience, that the difference of Religion in their Princes, neither 
add nor diminiſh from the conſtant Loyalty of her Catholich Sub- 
je&s,) | know not : But tis more than probaiiz, ſhe will nct hare 
thoſe, viiom her Father /ov'd, and, who upon no account, but that 
ſingle one of aifference in Opinion, can merit her disfavour, 

The ſum of ail is iis; An <qual Toleration, if any, is mſt juſt. 
The preſent time, the moſt Eligible ; your hopes at beſt, mncertain ; 
your Counſeller, of all mankind (it may bt) the 29/7 to be ſuſpeticd. 
If then you will depen4 upon his private and falſe Infinuations, 
rather than the pablickand Sacred Word of a Ring, who never yet 
was known to have broke it, the world will always blame you, but 
no man 1 think will ever pity the exiremity of your diſtreſs, when 
ever it ſhall come upon you. 

To conclude, if you ſhall think it fic in prudence and in conſcience, 
to leave an exnta:!ed miſery to your poſterity, when the King is willing 
to joynin cxtting :t of by a Legal Toleration, and to make the ex- 
erciſe of your R=ligion as free and as perpetual an Inheritance to 
You, as your i:verties and Properties, fo often ſecur'd by Magna 
Charta; excuſe the miſtaken Zeal, and accept the good Intentions 
of 
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Your moſt faichful humble Servant 
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